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A Message from the Presi- 
dent of the lowa Library 
Association 


In these times of stress and increased 
demands all our moral courage and pro- 
fessional spirits are needed. 

People who never before visited our 
institutions have become reading-room 
habitues or have registered as borrowers. 
We may feel despondent over the im- 
Possibility of satisfying the insistent re- 
quests for mystery and western stories 
and light romances, but a large propor- 
tion of these readers never before turned 
‘0 books for amusement. Possibly they 
will realize the new world of recreation 

books can open for them. 


But the gratifying feature Liiva hs 
so-called better type of fiction an 
on every imaginable topic are in de- 
mand. The thinking public has more 
time for reading than was ever before 
available. Good books are asked for on 
every conceivable subject. Let us serve 
our patrons in such a manner that the 
library habit will become fixed and 
books will not be pushed aside when 
prosperity returns. 

It has been claimed that days of ad- 
versity are the ones which try the metal 
and prove the worth of a character. 
This is certainly a remarkable oppor- 
tunity for librarians to do the work 
which is indispensable in maintaining 
the morale of the people who have this 
unusual leisure. Wholesome reading is 
invaluable and ‘‘reading with a pur- 
pose’’ will mean much for the future. 

Unquestionably there are fewer high 
priced books that we feel compelled to 
order and the percentage of new fiction 
that is listed at $2.00 instead of $2.50 
is larger. The cost of some of the neces- 
sary supplies is gradually going down. 

As an inspiration to ‘‘carry on’’ with 
renewed energy and as a help in solving 
questions of immediate need, the district 
meetings should be very important. 

We do hope that every library in the 
state will be represented at one of the 
meetings. The more trustees and the 
more members of the staff that can at- 
tend, the greater will be the value of the 
discussions. Come and bring your ques- 
tions and suggestions. 

E. Joanna Haaey. 
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Iowa Library Association 
1933 


The place of meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association for next fall has not 
yet been decided upon. 

An invitation has been received for 
this year’s meeting from Sioux City. 
The meeting of the American Library 
Association in Chicago during October 
makes state meetings that month unwise 
and disloyal. 

Many states are planning to hold a 
state business meeting for one day in 
Chicago, allowing the program of the 
American Library Association to take 
the place of the state program. 

The district meetings will give oppor- 
tunity for a vote from those present. A 
post eard vote may be taken later. Miss 
Hagey requests that all interested write 
the president of the Iowa Library Asso- 
ciation, E. Joanna Hagey, Public Li- 
brary, Cedar Rapids, giving your choice 
as to a Chicago or an Iowa meeting. 
This will enable the Executive Commit- 
tee to act according to the wishes of the 
librarians of the state. 





District Meetings 1933 
The places, dates and chairmen for 
the district meetings for this year are 


given below: 
Southwest—Atlantic, Tuesday, April 18th. 
Chairman, M. Berdena Jay, Shenandoah. 
North Central—Webster City, Thursday, 
April 20th. Chairman, Marjorie Powers, Iowa 
Falls. 
Central—Perry, Friday, April 2lst. Chair- 
man, Blanche Maytag, Newton. 
Middlewest—Onawa, Monday, April 24th. 
Chairman, Mrs. Minnie Brazie, Harlan. 
Northwest — Sheldon, Wednesday, April 
26th. Chairman, Lucile Peterson, Estherville. 
Northeast—West Union, Tuesday, May 9th. 
Chairman, Mrs, F. K. Byers, Charles City. 
Middle East—Marion, Wednesday, May 
10th. Chairman, Helen Morse, Maquoketa. 
Southeast—Oskaloosa, Friday, May 12th. 
Chairman, Mrs. W. J. Steckel, Bloomfield. 
Following is given an outline on 


‘‘Stretching an Abbreviated Book 


Fund,’’ with the suggestion that it be 
used as the basis for discussions at the 
district meetings this year. 

Other subjects which have also been 
suggested are: 

Fines and their collection or cancella- 
tion, especially from children. 








A trustees’ and citizens’ organi 
Rural reading—what can libraries do 
now to promote it. 

How to show the city council the value 
of a library. 

Schedule for a two and a four-women 
library. 

For roll call, one short cut or 
economy successfully tried during the 
year. 

Suggestions have also been made that 
there shall be a symposium during the 
lunch hour in which all shall take part 
on ‘‘Authors I Have Met,’’ or “Hob. 
bies,’’ or no program at all. Which do 
you prefer?. 

There will also, of course, be the usual 
book talks and a more or less formal 
talk during the afternoon session. 

Again the Secretary of the Library 
Commission asks that librarians and 
trustees write her their preference 
the above subjects, or make suggestions 
for other topics. The meetings are 
yours and it is the desire of those ar- 
ranging the program to make it just as 
helpful as possible. 

The winter has been hard and the 


future may be uncertain and to get to ~ 


gether and to talk over mutual problems, 
and forget them perhaps for half a 
hour, will renew our spirits and give us 
strength for the tasks to come. 

Therefore, we hope many librarians 
and trustees may be able to attend these 
spring meetings and will bring helps 
for others as well as gain help for them- 
selves. 


Come with us and do each other good. 
‘Stretching an Abbreviated Library 
Fund 
Books 


Greater care in selection—not buying books 
to stand on the shelves. : 





Cooperative buying of r 

books among a group. of libraries. 

Buying inexpensive reprints. 

Using a Rent Collection, the Traveling 
brary, and Interlibrary Loans. 

Closer cooperation with high school library 
in buying and use of books. 

Calling for donations and loans of books 
and magazines from the community. 

Use of magazines for serials. 

Pushing older books. 

Rebinding of worn books. 

Decreasing the number of books loaned @ 
a ecard. 


more expensive 
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gervice—Librarian, ete, 
Using volunteer help and self service in 
charging and use of reference helps. 
To this end instruction in use of library 
tools. 
Use of the unemployed for help in mending 
and janitor work. 


Hours—heating—lighting 

Less days open—longer hours on days when 
open—more daylight use of the building. 

Shorter hours for children’s room—not al- 
lowing children in library at night. 

Sunday closing. 

Less space heated—economy in lighting. 

Closer watch of furnace and cold air leaks. 


General 

Benefits, ete. 

Petty economies in supplies. 

Enlisting help from service organizations. 

Let community feel pinch of reductions in 
other ways than lack of books—enlist 
cooperation. 

Let present emergency teach lessons for 
future. 

Save no balances. 

Make the library a book and reading cen- 
ter, not a warm loafing place. 

Do not neglect care of building, repairs, 
ete. 


Librarian 
Use every minute—don’t putter. 
Use every inch of ingenuity. 
Make the library a cheerful and attractive 
place. 
Don’t worry and don’t work too hard. 


Trustees 


Remember that trustees have a responsibil- 
ity to the library in securing funds as 
great as in expending them. 

Publicly assume responsibility for redue- 
tions. Remember the library board are 
trustees of the people’s money, and the 
librarian the employee of the board. 

Give thought to the library and its needs. 
Do not take the easiest way. Work out 
with the librarian a proportionate scheme 
for reductions, 

Be sure that the contributions of the trus- 
tees to the library are as great as those 
of the librarian beyond her salary. 


The above outline on stretching a li- 
brary fund is presented as a suggestion 
for discussions at the district meetings 
a a whole or by items. Will any libra- 
mans interested in any phase and desir- 
ing to talk about it at a district meeting, 
please write the Secretary of the Library 


Commission? It will be thrown oper 
also for general discussion. If this does 
hot appeal to you as a suggestion for 

ion, please write the Secretary. 


Summer Library School 


The announcement is regretfully made 
by Miss Felsenthal, Acting Director of 
the Summer Library School of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa that the school will omit 
its usual session this year. On account 
of various uncertainties connected with 
the conditions of the time, in particular 
the present over-supply of librarians, it 
has seemed best to do this. At all events, 
it is believed that the school can be 
spared for one year without harm to the 
library interests of the state. 

This decision may bring disappoint- 
ment to librarians and library assistants 
here and there who have planned to take 
the training this coming summer. How- 
ever, this is an intermission and by no 
means a discontinuance of the school, 
and individual plans may be made ac- 
cordingly. 





Is a Library Trustees’ and Citizen's 
Organization Needed in Iowa? 

That an organization of this or similar 
kind is recognized as a need in meeting 
the present crisis in the country at large 
is evidenced by the establishment of a 
national emergency library council with 
local branches in various towns. 

The Secretary of the Iowa Library 
Commission has often felt such a need, 
especially during the present legislative 
session, and she hopes the call contained 
in the following communication from the 
American Library Association officers 
may meet with a ready response in Iowa. 

The district meetings will be a good 
place to talk this over. May we hope for 
a large attendance of trustees for such 
discussion. 

CITIZENS’ COUNCILS FOR CONSTRUC- 
TIVE ECONOMY 


An Open Letter to A. L. A. Members 


You are invited to participate in a na- 
tional movement to secure the greatest pos- 
sible public benefit from expenditure of pu lie 
and semi-public funds in every community. 

How this movement has developed during 
the past few weeks is explained in the en- 
closed hlet. The conferences there de- 
scribed agreed that the end sought ean best 
be achieved by appropriate action of local 
citizen groups, each working according to a 
common plan in its own community. They 
also agreed that such local groups can be 
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organized quickly if every national organi- 
zation which is vitally concerned with some 
aspect of this problem encourages its mem- 
bers to participate in the organization of a 
local Citizens’ Council. 

The American Library Association has un- 
dertaken to cooperate in this movement. A 
number of citizens in your town will doubt- 
less receive communications similar to this 
from other national organizations to which 
they belong. It is suggested that you consult 
at once with five or more people representing 
schools, libraries, playgrounds, museums, pub- 
lie health service, welfare agencies, local col- 
lege or university and citizens’ organizations 
interested in these activities or in good gov- 
ernment in general, such as the League of 
Women Voters, Parent-Teacher Association, 
women’s clubs, luncheon clubs, American As- 
sociation of University Women, and other 
similar groups, proposing an immediate small 
meeting for papery 4 discussion of the 
organization of a local Citizens’ Council. Do 
not wait for others to take the lead. Call 
up those who you know are likely to be inter- 
ested and make plans for an early prelimi- 
nary meeting. 

The greatest need of the present time in 
meeting the necessity for economy in public 
expenditures is accurate information intelli- 
gently applied in accordance with sound poli- 
cies of administration. A live Citizens’ Coun- 
eil would secure the needed information con- 
cerning needs, costs, wastes, and possible 
economies in all publie and semi-public serv- 
ices and would formulate sound policies of 
administration. Through the organizations 
which the members represent, such a council 
should be able to get effective publicity for 
its findings and thus secure action that is 
clearly in the public interest. 

We are eager that some member of the 
library board or the head librarian in each 
community shall assume his full share of the 
responsibility for bringing a Citizens’ Council 
into existence. 

~Practical suggestions which show how such 
a council may go to work are contained in 


“the enclosed pamphlet. Please notify A. L. 


A. Headquarters of any action taken in your 
community along these lines. 
H. M. LyYDENBERG, 
President, American Library Association 
MICHAEL F. GALLAGHER, 
Chairman, Trustees’ Section, American 
Library Association 
Cart H. Mita, 
Secretary, American Library Association 


(The ‘‘enclosed pamphlet,’’ referred to 
above, was mailed with this letter to A. L. A. 
members. It can be obtained by writing to 
the A. L. A., 520 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, Illinois.) 


For Trustees 

One of the important results of Tros. 
tees’ and Citizens’ Day at the Midwin. 
ter Conference was the adoption by the 
Trustees’ Section and the Council of the 
A. L. A. of the following statements: 

Michael F. Gallagher, Chairman of 
this section, in sending out a letter to 
library boards recommended that all li- 
brary boards in the United States and 
Canada be invited to adopt these state. 
ments with such modifications as seemed 
desirable; to give them local publicity; 
to seek the cooperation of other boards 
and organizations, representing these 
and other agencies; and to make this 
the occasion for a coalition of all educa- 
tional, cultural and social agencies in 
their communities. 

Reduction of Public Expenditures 

The continued existence of a demo- 
eratic society depends upon the main- 
tenance of those educational, cultural 
and social institutions which have been 
created to promote general education 
and wholesome living. The service of 
such institutions must not be destroyed. 

The need for economy is recognized. 
In many cities, counties and states the 
unit cost of governmental services can 
and should be reduced. All taxing units 
should be required to live within their 
incomes except for permanent improve- 
ments and emergencies. 

A wholesale horizontal cut applying 
to all departments and activities is one 
of the least desirable ways of reducing, 
for it cannot be assumed that all depart- 
ments are equally efficient and all aetivi- 
ties equally important. Before redue- 
tions are made there should be a study 
by disinterested specialists and citizens 
to determine (1) what cuts can be made 
without limiting important services, 
(2) the relative importance to the publie 
of the various activities. We will wel 
come such investigation of the institt- 
tions and activities we represent. 

We pledge our cooperation to forward 
looking public administrators in 
efforts to find permanent solutions for 
the taxpayers’ problems, through the 
complete elimination of the spoils @ 
patronage system in all gove 
activities where it exists; through the 
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improvement of the personnel; through 
the reorganization of areas and func- 
tions of government; and through im- 
proved methods of taxation. The elimi- 
nation of waste should precede any cur- 
tailment of socially useful services. 


Increased Demand for Library Service 


Libraries were created by our demo- 
eratic society in order that every citizen 
might have throughout life the means of 
self-education. 

More people used libraries, more 
books were borrowed from libraries and 
more books were used in library reading 
rooms in 1932 chan ever before. Sample 
reports from 33 cities representing only 
one-tenth of the total population of the 
United States show that the number of 
books borrowed from their libraries in 
1932 was 81,663,423, an increase of 37 
per cent since 1929. 

Economic and social insecurity has 
led men and women to attempt to under- 
stand through reading the fundamental 
and current problems which confront 
them as citizens. Books on the business 
of earning a living are in great demand. 
So also are the books of mariy kinds 
which contribute to the maintenance of 
a spirit of hope. 

Library expenditures are a small part 
of the public budget. With a few excep- 
tions libraries have been operated with- 
out extravagance, with an _ intelligent 
regard to the public interest and the 
taxpayer’s burden. It is nevertheless 
the duty of library administrators to re- 
evaluate the library’s services in terms 
of present conditions, to distinguish 
sharply between essentials and non-es- 
sentials, and to seek new ways of carry- 
ing on the most necessary activities at 
the lowest possible cost. 

Libraries are more needed today than 
ever before. There is much to learn 
which was not taught when the present- 
day adult was at school. Never was the 
average adult driven to the printed page 
and to the library so repeatedly in order 
to become reasonably well informed 
about matters which are of vital concern 
tohim. In the interest of an intelligent, 
understanding citizen the library’s es- 
sential services must be maintained. 


A City Manager Views the Library* 
By P. F. Hopkins 
City Manager, Mason City, Iowa 


Let me say at the outset that city 
councils look upon their libraries in ex- 
actly the same way that they do the 
other city departments. The fact that 
the libraries are under separate boards 
does not in any way lessen the councils’ 
interest in them nor their desire to pro- 
vide such funds and facilities as will 
permit their development, consistent 
with the needs of the communities. 
Councils are, however, charged with the 
responsibility of coordinating all the 
various functions under their control, to 
the end that the whole organization may 
be balanced and that undue emphasis be 
not given to one activity at the expense 
of others. If it becomes necessary to 
reduce the total funds available, that 
balance must be retained. 

The business of the modern city is 
very complex. In fact, it is made up of 
a number of distinct and separate busi- 
nesses, quite unrelated except that they 
have the common purpose of serving in 
some way the needs of the community. 
The number and extent of these services 
have increased materially during the 
past fifteen years. During the late 
lamented silk-shirt period, folks demand- 
ed—and were willing to pay for—these 
services. One group wanted parks, play- 
grounds, and _ recreational facilities 
stressed; another, fire protection; an- 
other, public health work; still another 
group demanded an expansion of li- 
brary activities; and so on. 

We all know how easy it is to expand 
a service if funds are available. It is 
always a pleasant thing to be able to 
give other folks the service they desire. 
So it is small wonder that, as a whole, 
public activities grew apace. Now things 
have changed; and the same folks who 
demanded those services are loudly de- 
nouncing their cost and demanding a 
reduction in the taxes which pay for 
them. But as yet they have not wanted 
to give up the services themselves. They 
want only a reduction in the cost. 





*Address delivered before the A. L. A. Regional 
Confererce, Des Moines, October 14, 1932. 
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There seems to be a definite feeling 
that public business is so inefficient that 
it will be entirely possible by some 
hocus-poeus to continue the services at 
full extent and still materially reduce 
the cost. As a matter of fact, city busi- 
ness need not fear comparison with pri- 
vate business as far as efficiency is con- 
cerned, and if there is to be any great 
reduction in the cost of public services, 
it can only come about through a cor- 
responding reduction in the extent or 
quality of the services themselves. Be 
that as it may, there is little doubt that 
budgets are going to be curtailed, and 
our job as administrators is carefully to 
weed out all activities not. absolutely es- 
sential and then give the greatest service 
for the funds available. 

That sounds quite simple and easy, 
but when we actually start the pruning 
process we are going to find it entirely 
different. It has been my observation 
that every public service and activity 
had to start in a demand from some 
conscientious and determined group 
which, felt that it would be worth the 


eost—and probably most of them are. 
And when we attempt to discontinue or 
even curtail these functions, those same 
groups at once come forward in their 
defense. We will get small help from 


the outside. It is our job, and we can- 
not avoid it just because folks do not 
want to give up what they have become 
accustomed to. But the pruning process 
must be carried out intelligently and 
with due regard for essentials. In all 
eases there are certain fixed charges 
which cannot be dropped, postponed, or 
even decreased; that same is true of 
some activities—they are simply funda- 
mental, and we can set them down with- 
out hesitation. Then comes a group that 
permits of some discretion as to amount ; 
and finally, those which, while desirable, 
are not absolutely essential to the opera- 
tions under consideration. 


I have’repeatedly found it necessary, 
and always helpful, when considering 
the budget for a city, actually to list the 
departments and attempt to weigh them 
to determine their relative importance. 
The emphasis will differ in different 


cities—this one has a police problem— 
and all have a financial problem. And 
in the departments themselves, I some. 
times ask the director to list, in detail 
and in the order of their importanee, the 
things which he feels he should have for 
the ensuing year. Then if something 
has to be dropped, it is simply a matter 
of striking off from the bottom of the 
list. And having fixed the amount ayvail- 
able for that department, it is just a 
question of subtraction from the bottom 
until a balance is found. 


In response to the widespread demand 
for tax reduction, city councils, school 
boards, county and state boards, all are 
seeking ways to reduce the amount neces- 
sary to be raised by taxes. Much as we 
who actually administer these funds may 
feel the unwisdom of wholesale ecurtail- 
ment, it is the order of the day, and we 
should plan for further reductions 
rather than treat it as temporary. If 
those reductions do not in the future 
become necessary, we shall be the more 
agreeably disappointed—and, if they do 
come, we shall be prepared to meet them. 

We frequently hear the expression 
that the taxpayer has finally become tax 
conscious. He has—and with a ven 
geance. But I wonder if this newly ae- 
quired consciousness is due so much to 
a studied conclusion that all tax moneys 
are wasted as to a somewhat hasty seareh 
for a goat to blame for the financial 
stringency in which he now finds him- 
self. The taxes he paid a few years back, 
without much thought, now loom large 
in the percentage column of his total 
income. And he feels that something 
should be done about it, forgetting that 
the demand for public services, for 
which these taxes pay, has in no way 
decreased and may actually have been 
increased by the very business 
that has reduced his personal income. 


I have often thought that one of the 
reasons for the universal reluctanee # 
pay taxes is that the average citizen doe 
not have a clear conception of what his 
tax money buys. He pays his telephone, 
light, gas, and water bills each 
without hesitation because he none 
what he has received in return; yet 
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the sum of these is probably more during 
the year than he pays in taxes on a first- 
dass home. As an illustration, a home 
worth $10,000, which for 1932 pays a 
total yearly tax of $150 in the city in 
which I live, would pay $12.50 per 
month, divided as follows: 





County ....6--scecerececeees 1.27 
TED occ ccddnnedecewedieg ee 6.00 
ee 4.60 

ted cecccdodsseeecseen $ 12.50 


The $4.60 which goes to the city could 
be further divided as: 





Public library ...........+.--. $ 37 
Fire protection ............. 66 
Police protection .........++.. .73 
Street lighting ........-...-- 37 
Collecting and destroying 
garbage ......-+-+eeeeeees 15 
Maintenance of streets, sewers 
and sewage disposal........ 58 
Health and general expense. . .20 
Debt service .........2seeee- 1.32 
MOOD | 6 os cweccwedesenes ss $ 4.60 


I believe that a fair minded student 
of these monthly charges would concede 
that they are not exorbitant. I do not 
believe that a single one of these services 
could be supplied by private initiative 
for so small a charge. And I very much 
doubt that the public which demands 
lessened taxes would be willing to give 
up any of the’services enumerated. 

You no doubt noted that the cost for 
library service is thirty-seven cents, or 
about the price of one magazine. I pre- 
sume that that figure is fairly compar- 
able to the cost in other cities for the 
support of the libraries; and in the light 
of service rendered, it seems a small sum. 
I often think of the public library as 
offering an opportunity for graduate 
work, in that anyone, regardless of age 
or previous education, can find some- 
thing to develop and broaden his know]l- 
tdge on the subjects that interest or 
entertain him most. 

The present situation in this country, 
Which finds vast numbers out of em- 
ployment who never before had to find 
oeeupation for idle hours, no doubt has 
mereased the load on your reading rooms 
and book circulation. And perhaps that 

may prove to be one of the few 
traces of a silver lining in this dark 


cloud of depression. Perhaps to many 
will come a different viewpoint on life 
because of the reading first started with 
only the thought of whiling away idle 
hours. 

Perhaps your staffs could render a 
service, beyond anything that could be 
expressed in terms of dollars, by analyz- 
ing this newly acquired group of pa- 
trons, to see what direction their reading 
is taking. If that direction were good, 
you might be able to encourage it; if it 
appeared to tend only toward amuse- 
ment or entertainment, maybe some- 
thing could be done to turn it into chan- 
nels that would lead to the acquirement 
of knowledge of permanent value. To 
me, that appears to be the outstanding 
opportunity for libraries to render spe- 
cial service during the present period. 

You have all, no doubt, been wonder- 
ing when I would get around to the sub- 
ject assigned me—the attitude of city 
administrations toward public libraries. 
I will frankly say that I have purposely 
avoided the subject, because any refer- 
ence to it would make it necessary to 
bring this talk to an immediate close— 
because that attitude can be completely 
covered by the simple statement that 
city councils consider the library as an 
important and vital part of public serv- 
ice and would not in any way unneces- 
sarily curtail its fundamental activities. 
They ask only that, in this present pe- 
riod of distress, those charged with the 
administration of library funds give 
special thought to any program that will 
reduce costs without unduly hampering 
the library’s work. 





Music Material at the Traveling 
Library 

Miss Agnes Flanery has placed with 
the Library Commission manuscripts 
and sheet music of Iowa composers 
which will be loaned under the usual 
conditions. 

Miss Flanery’s material is grouped 
under Iowa born, foreign born who 
lived and worked in Iowa, and Ameri- 
ean born, and consists only of composers. 

The Library Commission already has 
material regarding Iowa musicians. 








Packet Libraries 

Yes, we sound real dignified by name, 
but Lo! ‘‘the voice is the voice of Jacob, 
but the hands are those of Esau.’’ 
Hearken and you shall hear, for we 
really are not a university library. 

In the last Quarterly mention was 
made of a ‘‘magazine depot’’ that was 
being tried out in the Indianola library. 
Since then the teachers of the county, 
or some of them, have been running little 
‘*stations’’ very successfully in their 
schools. 

At present our county superintendent, 
W. M. MeGee, has become so sold on 
the entire idea that he loads his car with 
the extra files of our magazines (that 
our patrons have sent us)‘ and also dis- 
earded books, takes them to his office 
where his deputy, Mrs. Hawes, arranges 
them in ‘‘packets’’ (that is what they 
eall them) and ties them ready for dis- 
tribution. Then as Mr. McGee makes 
his visitations to the various schools he 
takes with him this material and gives 
it to the schools especially where the 
reading supply in that community is 
searce. The teacher is asked to keep a 
close tab on these ‘‘ packets’’ and to cir- 
culate them freely into the various 
homes. 

This past week over 400 magazines 
and 100 books have been arranged and 
some of them have been distributed and 
judging from the way they were re- 
ceived, we do not feel badly that we let 
them go. 

Our county superintendent tells us 
that in many homes there is absolutely 
nothing to read and remarks, ‘‘It’s not 
just the boys and girls I’m interested in 
getting reading material for, it’s the 
parents I want to see reading.’’ 

In one school the teacher had not kept 
as perfect a check on the homes where 
she had sent her books as she might have 
done and one boy returned one morning 
with a book, saying, ‘‘Gee, but dad was 
mad last night when he got ready to 
read and found he had read this book 
two weeks ago.’’ Another lad remarked 
that it didn’t please his mother greatly 
to have ‘‘dad sit up till two o’clock fin- 
ishing this book,’’ but he wanted an- 
other. 


Discarded books? Yes, we know 
are quite dilapidated, but we feel there 
is still a little reading in them that js 
worth while and the children’s picture 
books, sent only when we have dupli. 
eates, can be utilized for scrap books 
with the rural schools as well as with ug, 


So, while our ‘‘packets’’ are “left. 
overs,’’ yet you know what the good 
cooks say about appetizing left-overs 
and we hope some of these will prove 
real ‘‘appetizers’’ for more. 


The goal of our past year—a 100 per 
cent increase of rural borrowe 
be realized in this way, though perhaps 
we would better say ‘‘rural readers,” 
So we pass this suggestion on as offered 
by the County Library Committee, Per. 
haps some other library already has a 
tlourishing ‘‘depot.’’ 


Mary E. McCoy, Chairman, 
County Library Committee. 


Note: The Secretary of the Library 
Commission wishes to add her emphatie 
approval of this idea and to express the 
hope that many other librarians may go 
and do likewise. 

Be careful to ‘‘withdraw’’ from your 
records books to be used in this way, 
remove marks of ownership from the 
books, and mark them ‘‘ withdrawn’”’ and 
send them out as Indefinite or Perma- 
nent Loans. 





Legislation 

During this session of the legislature 
an attempt was made to amend the law 
requiring the expenditure of fifteen 
cents per pupil for library purposes i 
the school, making it optional instead 
of mandatory, but this bill was de 
feated. 

The bill known as the Beatty-Bennett 
Bill, substitute for No. 131, to whiel 
the attention of the trustees was called, 
regarding a reduction in tax 
would have had a very injurious effect 
on appropriations for public libraries 
if adopted in its original form as 
by the Senate. However, the House 
not concur with the Senate and the 
is now in the hands of a conferent 
committee for revision. 
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Fine Cancellations 

The following symposium from the 
diseussion on fine cancellations at the 
Large Libraries Section during the 
Regional Meeting in Des Moines in Oc- 
tober is given for the benefit of those 
who were not present. 

Ruth E. Hammond, librarian, pre- 
sented Wichita’s experience with a Fine 
Cancellation Week, observed from 
September 26th to October Ist. *‘ Though 
we think such an event (fine cancella- 
tio week) should not happen often, 
lest the public get the idea that they 
ean keep their books and wait for an- 
other bargain week, we do think that 
to do it once in a decade or two is worth 
the effort... . Altogether we found the 
project worth while and are not sorry 
that we undertook it.’’ 

Mildred Pike of the Sioux City Publie 
Library said, ‘‘We do not have the bor- 
rower’s cards for adults. When books 
are returned they are left at the desk 
and assistants have to write up the fines. 
This took up so much time that we de- 
cided to make a little bargain. If the 
fine is paid at the time the book is re- 
turned, the charge is 1 cent instead of 
2 cents. It has saved time in writing 
up fines. Formerly many were not col- 
lected... . This summer we had shorter 
hours. We put a box out so that books 
may be returned. Many long overdue 
books have been returned in this box.”’ 

Miss Countryman of the Minneapolis 
Public Libiary stated: ‘‘I don’t like a 
fine cancellation week. I don’t think I 
shall ever use it again. Ten years ago 
We put out boxes and asked people to 
return books. We got a great many 
books back. . . . The very first morning 
many people came in who are in the 
habit of piling up fines. This took away 
the joy of it. We knew many people 
could not afford to pay their fines. The 
identical people have their cards held 
again ; they are back in our files. We lost 
the fines; we didn’t teach the people 
anything. The customary delinquents 
are still delinquent. We didn’t get as 
many books as we expected.’’ 

E. Joanna Hagey, librarian of the 
Cedar Rapids Publie Library, said, ‘‘In 
1921 we tried it. We looked up the pur- 


chase price of books long overdue. The 
purchasing price and the weekly fines 
that we ordinarily collected balanced 
each other. No choice books were re- 
turned. . . . In a little while people 
asked, ‘When are you going to have 
another bargain week?’ Never again! 
It is not fair to the rest of the patrons. 
Some think they will hold books until 
they can bring them in free.”’ 

Purd B. Wright of the Kansas City 
Public Library said, ‘‘We remit fines 
for children. There are many who can- 
not pay the fines. We put boxes marked 
A W O L (absent without leave) in 
school houses and school entrances to the 
library. We lost a lot of books, but we 
do continue to get them back. 





The following item, crowded out of 
the last number of the Quarterly, is 
added here. We know nothing of the 
reaction of these librarians to this ex- 
periment. 


Bring ’Em Back and Pay No Fines 

To secure the return of books long 
overdue without hope of fines being 
paid, the libraries at Alta, Castana, 
Council Bluffs, Independence, and 
Marion have announced ‘‘ Forgiveness,”’ 
‘*Homecoming,’’ ‘‘ Bargain,’’ and other 
named weeks for the return of the books 
to the libraries with no questions asked. 

On the other hand the Indianola Pub- 
lic Library has instituted a ‘‘ Pay-your- 
fine’’ week, September 12-17, believing 
that the library has been too lenient to 
patrons owing fines. 





Iowa Library Quarterly Index 
The Index for Volume 10 of the Jowa 
Library Quarterly is not yet ready for 
distribution. It will either be mailed 

separately or with the July number. 


American Library Association Retire- 
ment Plan 

This plan was outlined at the time of 
the Iowa Breakfast at the Regional Meet- 
ing and appears in Part II of the Bulle- 
tin of the American Library Association 
for February, 1933. Libraries which 
have memberships in the American Li- 
brary Association have received this, 














and we trust it is receiving the attention 
of the library boards and librarians. 

For those who are not members of 
the American Library Association and 
have not received the Bulletin with this 
outline, information may be secured by 
writing to the American Library Asso- 
ciation, 520 North Michigan Avenue, 
Chicago, or to the Iowa Library Com- 
mission, State Historical Building, Des 
Moines. 

This plan offers a more favorable form 
of insurance, providing for old age re- 
tirement income, than can be had from 
any commercial plan. 

The following three classes who have 
been engaged in library work, as defined 
by the American Library Association, 
for at least three years, are eligible for 
membership in this plan: 

(a) Individual members of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. 

(b) Employees of a library or mem- 
bers of an association of employees of a 
library which is a member of the Ameri- 
ean Library Association. 

(ec) Employees of the American Li- 
brary Association. 

The normal retirement date is the an- 
niversary of joining the plan nearest the 
sixty-fifth birthday. 

While librarians at the present time 
‘have little money for investments, this 
plan should be kept in mind for investi- 
gation when times improve and salaries 
become higher. 


Will You Be Heard? 

The approach of the district meetings 
and the preparation of the program 
again calls to mind the fact that it is 
not always easy to hear all that is said 
in library meetings. 

Librarians and trustees are, therefore, 
again reminded of the fact that it is 
utterly useless to talk unless people can 
hear you. Begin now and practice a 
*‘speaking voice,’’ which is as much a 
part of a librarian’s equipment as is a 
‘library voice.’’ 

Two qualifications are required of a 
speaker, to have something to say, and 
to say it so it can be heard, else how 
ean it be helpful to another. 
Speak a little louder, please. 








Permanent Loan No. 11 


Ten books from the following list wil] 
be sent to any library asking for them. 
Make your list longer than ten and do 
not select the first ten or twenty but 
those most desired. Requests will be 
filled in order received. Payment of 
postage will be expected. 


Adams—Finance 
Atkinson—Philippine Islands (3) 
Bacon—Japanese girls and women (5) 
Baker—Indoor games (6) 
Baldwin—Sailing the seas (6) 
Bancroft—Games for the playground, home, 
school, and gymnasium (3) 
Beaulieu—Awakening of the east 
Bishop—Voyage of the paper canoe 
Bjorkman—Voices of tomorrow 
Blake and Sullivan—Mexico (2) 
Blashfield—lItalian cities 2 v. 
Bostwick—The different west (4) 
Botta—Handbook of universal literature 
Boulger—Belgium of the Belgiums (2) 
Bradley—Canada in the twentieth century 
Bryant—Odyssey of Homer 
Bryant—Poetical works 
Bres—Maids, wives, and widows (3) 
Briggs—Through Egypt in war-time (2) 
Brigham—Geographie influence in American 
history (6) 
Brooks, E. 8.—Story of the nineteenth century 


(3) 
Brooks, Noah—First across the continent (2) 
Brown, Mrs. D. V.—Haremlik (4) 
Brown, G. W.—Japan 
Brown, K. H.—The messenger 
Brown and Kauffman—Teaching of arithmetic 
Bryee—American commonwealth 
Bryce—South America (4) 
Bushnell—Character of Jesus 
Butterfield—Farmer and the new day (2) 
Call—How to live quietly 
Canfield—What shall we do now? (5) 
Carleton—New lives for old 
Castle—Hawaii, past and present 
Chubb—Teaching of English 
Churehill—My African journey (2) 
Clark—High school boy (2) 
Clement—Handbook of modern Japan (4) 
Cole—Life that counts 
Cope—Parent and the child (2) 
Cope—Week-day church school (2) 
Coulter—Practical nature study (3) 
Creelman—On the great highway (3) 
Cunningham—Swiss confederation 
Dole—A religion for the new day (2) 
Dawson—Stories from Dutch history (2) 
De Amicis—Holland and its people (3) 
Dean—Opportunities in farming 
Dehass—Buried cities recovered 
Dewey—New schools for old (2) 
Drummond—Ascent of man 
Drummond—Natural law in a spiritual world 
Edwards—Thousand miles up the Nile 
Elson and Trilling—Social games and group 


dances 
Eliot—Works 6 v. 
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Ellsworth—Golden age of authors 

Emerson, R. W.—Essays Ser. 1 and 2 

Emerson, Evelyn—History of the nineteenth 
century year by year 

Emerton— Mediaeval Europe 

n—Moral education 

home (2) 

Eyster—Chinese Quaker 

Feith—Modern Holland 

Fenton—Self-direction and adjustment 

Fletcher—Menticulture or the A. B. C. of true 


in school and 


li 
Forbush The boy problem 
Ford—Tropical America t 
Poster—What a woman saw in South America 
Gaye—Great world’s farm (2) 
Gibbins—Industry in England 
Gibbs—Household textiles 
God in His world 
Goodrich—The coming Mexico 
Gowdy—Poems for the study of language (2) 
Great words from great Americans 
Grenfell—Harvest of the sea 
Griffis—Japan in history (5) 
Guild—Community programs for cooperating 
churches 
Gulick—Evolution of the Japanese (2) 
Gurteen—Arthurian epic (2) 
Hale—What women want (4) 
Hallam—View of the state of Europe during 
the middle ages 
Hamilton—The real Mexico 
Hard—Women of tomorrow (2) 
Hare—Studies in Russia (2) 
Harrison—When children err 
Hart, A. B.—The obvious orient (2) 
Hart, J. K.—Community organization (2) 
Haskin—Panama canal 
Haskins—American government 
Herbertson— Africa 
Heydrick—One year course in 
American literature 
Higginson—Alaska, the great country (3) 
Hill—Principles of rhetorie 
Hornaday—Two years in the jungle (2) 
Howells—My literary passions (3) 
Hugo—Les Miserables (2) 
Huneker—New cosmopolis (4) 
Huntington—World power in evolution (2) 
Irving—Adventures of Captain Bonneville (3) 
Irving—Alhambra 
Irwin—The next war 
Jackson—Elementary electricity and magnetism 
Johnson—The magnate or the people (2) 
Julian—On Canada’s frontier 
rkpatrick—Fundamentals of child study 
Knight—Song of our Syrian quest 
Economics in the community 
Larrabee—Railroad question 
History of Germany 
Long—Seff y 
is—Awakening of a nation 
ey—Self help English lessons 
len—Secret of achievement 
Martin—Home life on an ostrich farm 
~American merchant marine 
verpieces of American literature 
Merivale—General history of Rome 
Mill—International geography 


English and 





Morse—Glimpses of China and Chinese homes 
(3) 

Myerson—Nervous housewife (2) 

Overton—American nights entertainment (3) 

Overton—When winter comes to main street (3) 

Pancoast—Representative English literature 

Porter—Ten republics (3) 

Preseott—History of conquest of Mexico 2 v. 

Prescott—History of the reign of Ferdinand 
and Isabella 2 v. p 

Phyfe—Seven thousand words often mispro- 
nounced 

Richards—Two noble lives 

Robinson—My brother, Theodore Roosevelt (8) 

Ruskin—Ariadne Florentina 

Russell—Rivers of North America 

Sawyer—Five messages to teachers of primary 
reading (3) 

Schaler—Aspects of the earth 

Schirmacher—Modern woman’s right movement 
(2) 

Sehriener—Woman in labor (2) 

Secidmore—Winter India (4) 

Seott—Talisman 

Seward—Narrative and lyric poems (8) 

Singleton—Japan (5) 

Smith, F. H.—White umbrella in Mexico 

Smith, N. A.—Under the cactus flag (5) 

Steele—Vacation journeys east and west 

Steiner—Introducing the American spirit (16) 

Stockton—Personally conducted 

Sue—Wandering Jew 2 v. 

Tennyson—Princess Maud 

Thackeray—The Newcomes 

Thatcher and Schwill—Europe in the middle age 

Thomas—Teaching of English in the secondary 
school (2) 

Timayenis—History of Greece 2 v. 

Trowbridge—Mexico today and tomorrow (2) 

Van Dyke—Essays in application (3) 

Verrill—Ocean and its mysteries (2) 

Wafer—New voyage and description of 
Isthmus of America 

Walker—Philosophy of the plan of salvation 

Wallace—Ben-Hur 

Watterson—The compromises of life 





Book Week, 1932 


In the last number of the Quarterly 
a promise was made to give a more de- 
tailed account of Book Week than space 
then allowed. That promise is now par- 
tially fulfilled that suggestions may be 
available for next year, lest at that time 
space again be lacking. 

Only special features are mentioned 
though many libraries not here listed ob- 
served this week in some way. 

At Ames library, school, and Camp 
Fire girls cooperated under the direc- 
tion of Miss Davidson, librarian, in the 
observance of the week. The 4th, 5th, 
and 6th grades in each school prepared 
illustrated tabloid reviews of their 








favorite books. These reviews were first 
displayed in the schools and then sent 
to the library. The best review will be 
included in a scrap book. 

The Parent Teachers Association of 
one school devoted its program to good 
reading and its encouragement by home, 
school, and library with Miss Davidson 
as speaker on ‘‘ What the library has to 
offer the children.’’ 

The Camp Fire girls made reading 
diaries which were displayed at the li- 
brary and to which ribbons were award- 
ed. At the library a collection of good 
books of the fall were displayed on a 
reserve table, but not circulated until 
Saturday. At the r story hour 
on Saturday morning a Book Week fea- 
ture was given. 

A special Book Assembly was held at 
the Atlantic High School with several 
speakers on appropriate subjects. One 
speaker contrasted the traditional dime 
novel and beneficial literature and ex- 
hibited a ‘‘popular’’ magazine from a 
news stand. It was afterwards voted to 
burn the magazine and boycott all such 
trash. A poster guessing contest and a 
playlet of book characters were also 
parts of the program. 

An evening meeting was held in the 


Audubon library with a talk by Miss — 


Robinson and two book reviews given by 
local people. A display of new books 
was also made. 

Louisa M. Aleott’s birthday and the 
beginning of Book Week were observed 
at the Burlington library by a Tea given 
from 3:30 to 5:30 to over one hundred 
guests who called to see the displays of 
books and to celebrate Miss Alcott’s 
100th birthday. The young girls who 
assisted in the courtesies of the afternoon 
were dressed to represent the heroines 
of ‘‘ Little Women.’’ 

At Carroll children’s books were at- 
tractively displayed in the windows of 
the Iowa Electric Light and Power Com- 
pany. At the library books were also 
exhibited with the library’s family of 
dolls, representing favorite characters in 
doll stories. Several ‘‘Can you name us 
posters’’ were also used in a book guess- 
ing contest. 

** Alice in Wonderland’”’ was given by 





the Art and Drama Department of the 
Cedar Rapids Women’s Club in the ehil. 
dren’s room at the Cedar Rapids Public 
Library. Other interesting features were 
included in the week’s program in the 
children’s room. 

The library at Clear Lake kept Open 
House on Sunday, at which time 
and posters featuring book week, were 
displayed, a talk was given by Mrs 
Sanders, librarian of the Algeaat Publie 
Library, and tea was served by the Par. 
ent Teachers Association. This was for 
adults, the children’s program being 
given on Saturday with musie and a 
**Little Women’’ play. 

‘*Your Hobbies,’’ special school ex. 
hibits, and a play featured the week in 
the publie library and the high sehool 
at Clinton. 

The special feature of the observance 
at Davenport was the story hour at 
which fourteen pupils from six grade 
schools read papers on America today. 
Exhibits made by the children and a 
book display in the windows of the Day- 
enport Savings Bank and Trust Com- 
pany were among the observances of the 
week. 

Children acted as hostesses at the Des 
Moines Public Library and at ten 
branches on Saturday of Book Week 
where story hours were held as one of 
many observances. ‘‘ America’s Book 
Parade’’ was the subject of the 
radio talk. Helen Parker, director | 
children’s work, reviewed the books. — 

“Little Women” in the costumes of 
Louisa Aleott’s day received visitors 
the children’s room of the Dubuque Pub 
lie Library, which was ap 


decorated for the Alcott Centennial. The 


observance of the week also i 
other interesting programs. 

A guessing contest of pictures 
each day, of well known people in 
history of our country, was one 
features of the observance at ret 
Madison. ae 

An essay contest on ‘‘My 
book’’ was conducted in the Junior 
School at Hampton, the prize 
the winners being the gifts of 2 
Kingsbury of the public library. 

At Harlan a movie of ‘‘Ten 
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like best’? was presented on Thursday 
evening by the second grade of one of 
the schools. After the title and scene 
from each book had been thrown on the 
green, a child representing the title ap- 
in costume and told his story. 

On the closing evening two original 
dramatizations were given, emphasizing 
the value of reading and the kind of 
books to select. One was a debate, ‘‘ Re- 
solved that the children of Harlan show 
appreciation of their public library,”’ 
and the other a play, the ‘‘Genii of the 
Book Shelf.’’ 

Open House was held the entire week 
at Indianola with special features on 
different days. On Thursday afternoon a 
program was given for mothers, with 
suggestions of books for pre-school chil- 
dren. 

The High School Library Club pre- 
sented a program at Knoxville. After a 
brief survey of the books to be found in 
the school library given by the custodian 
student, an imaginary letter was brought 
in with a gift of money for new books. 
While the committee looked over the new 
books to be purchased a pageant of 
freshman book pictures appeared on the 
stage. A play depicting reading at home 
was then presented and a brief talk given 
by one of the students on ‘‘ Why I like 
to read and what good books mean to 
me.’’ 

The regular Book Week Tea held on 
Sunday afternoon, opened that week’s 
observance at the Mason City library. 
Dixie Willson recited a number of her 
poems. The children’s department was 
decorated in cireus fashion with parades 
of miniature animals about the room. 

This week was also observed at two of 
the schools. 

A “good reading’’ Round Table for 
mothers was one of the features at Mon- 
tieello with talks on ‘‘Laying a founda- 
tion for good reading,’’ ‘‘ Magazines and 
their influence,’’ and ‘‘Reading in this 
modern age.”’ 

With library board members as host- 
tsses, a Library Tea was given at the 

Public Library to parents and 
Pre-school children with talks on the in- 


of books and a ‘‘ Little Women’”’ 
Play, 
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A feature at Onawa, not mentioned 
elsewhere, were sermons on Stinday 
morning by the ministers at the various 
churches, stressing the value of books 
and reading. 

The program at the Ottumwa Public 
Library included a parade in the chil- 
dren’s departmeht, given by the Camp 
Fire girls. 

Increased reading by the parents was 
emphasized by the program, continuing 
for the entire week, at the Sioux City 
Public Library. 

The Spencer library, among other fea- 
tures, had an exhibit of the making of 
a book. 

A contest in poster making by the 
school children was held at Spirit Lake. 

A program of short talks on a num- 
ber of books was given at the library by 
the women of Toledo clubs, the object 
being not to tell all there is about a 
book, but just enough to lead to a desire 
to read the book mentioned. 

In observance of Book Week the Ken- 
dall Young Library prepared three short 
stories with hidden book titles for chil- 
dren from the third to the 8th grades 
inclusive, and a poem with blanks to be 
filled in to complete the rhyme for the 
ninth grade. Credit was given in the 
English classes for correct answers. 

A store window exhibit of new books 
was arranged by the librarian of the 
West Branch Public Library with dolls 
of all types representing the members 
of a family engaged in various occupa- 
tions, including the enjoyment of books. 
A background of clever posters added 
to the interest of the exhibit. 

West Side boasts no library, but the 
Parent Teachers Association observed 
Book Week with an Alcott contest in 
the schools and a book play, ‘‘A school 
boy’s dream,’’ staged at a Parent Teach- 
ers Association meeting. A display of 
books and posters was borrowed from 
the Library Commission. 

A Tea was given at the Winterest li- 
brary on Friday afternoon with Miss 
Robinson as speaker, and a book pageant 
given by high school pupils. The library 
was attractive with posters and a mini- 
ature theatre was an entertaining fea- 
ture of the children’s room. 











Library News of the State 


Boone—Mrs. Gwen McElroy has been ap- 
pointed a member of the library board to 
fill the vacancy caused dy the resignation 
of Mary Bork. 

Burlington—During February an interest- 
ing display of book jackets, designed and 
executed by the art classes of the ninth 
grade pupils of two of the city schools, was 
held in the children’s department of the 
library. 

Each child chose a title from a list sug- 
gested by the library and designed an appro- 
priate jacket. This display showed the chil- 
dren’s reading interest as well as their pro- 
ficieney in art. The jackets are gay and 
colorful and attracted favorable attention 
from the visitors. They will later go to 
the High School Art Contest at Iowa City. 


Carroll—Mrs. J. C. Heider has been ap- 
pointed a member of the library board to 
fill the vaeancy caused by the death of Mrs. 
E, C. Bone. 


Clinton—Margaret Conroy has been ap- 
pointed part time assistant at the library. 

A ‘‘bird tree’’ in the children’s room is 
being decorated with birds as the children 
report the arrival of the new birds of the 
season. 


Corning—At a recent meeting of the li- 
brary board the following resolutions were 
passed relative to the death of Miss Riddile: 

Resolved: That the members of the board 
of trustees of the Corning Free Publie Li- 
brary place upon record their sense of per- 
sonal loss and profound sorrow in the death 
of the librarian, Miss Riddile; it is also 

Resolved: That in view of the fact that 
Miss Riddile has served continuously in the 
Corning Library since 1913 in a most faith- 
ful and efficient manner, and has endeared 
herself to all patrons of the library, that the 
trustees hereby express their deep appreci- 
ation of her untiring service and keen regret 
at her loss. 


Council Bluffs—The Omaha and Council 
Bluffs Library Club held a dinner meeting on 
February 27th at which the writings of W. 
Somerset Maughan were discussed by Dr. 
Frederick Clayton. 


Davenport—The library branch at Eldridge 
has renewed its contract for the coming year, 
the president of the closed bank saying to 
the elub girls when they asked for their 
money, ‘‘Yes, indeed, you can have your 
money for the library. Eldridge can’t afford 
in these hard times to do without its library.’’ 

Des Moines—Library Club—A dinner and 
social evening was held by the club on Febru- 
ary 2ist. After a short business meeting 
games and jig saw puzzles were enjoyed by 
those present. 











Des Moines—Public Library—Gundrun Ay. 
derson, acting head of the catalog 
ment, was married on December 25th to 
A. Jensen at the Lutheran church of 
Minnesota, the home of her parents, 
couple will reside in Des Moines and Mrs, 
sen has returned to her duties at the 

An exhibit of art work, made by the 
and senior students of Lincoln High 
was recently displayed in the art room of the 
library. 

Indianola—Herbert D. Perry has been 
named a member of the library board to sue. 
eeed Carl H. Lane, who resigned. 

Iowa City—State ee ty—The follow. 
ing appointments and changes are reported 
on the University library staff: 

Sarita Robinson, University of Illinois Li- 
brary School, 1919, was appointed Superin. 
tendent of the cataloging department, sue- 
ceeding Amelia Kreig, who resigned to be 
come assistant director of the University of 
Illinois Library School. 

Margaret C. Schindler, Wisconsin 
School, 1929, became librarian of the Foreign 
Language Libraries in July, 1932. 

Helen D. Hutchinson, Iowa Lib Sum- 
mer School, 1929, was transferred in 
from the circulation department of the main 
library to the position of assistant in the 
Foreign Language Libraries. 

Ruth E. Bywater, Western Reserve, 1931, 
was appointed circulation assistant to fill the 
vacancy caused by the transfer of Mis 
Hutchinson. 

On September Ist, Genevra Parker, Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library Sehool, 1930, 
joined the staff as a cataloger, 

Matilda Hansen, who resigned to become 
eataloger for the Library of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International Peace, 

Arlot Olson, Western —— Posen was 
appointed assistant in the order department 
to All the vacancy caused by the resignation 
of Mrs. Kathleen Fischer. 

Iowa Falls—Rev. Maurice E. Lasher has 
been appointed a member of the library board 
and has been elected secretary by the 
Mr. Lasher succeeds P. M. Nelson, who t 


signed. 

"leee—2. L. Peyton was appointed a mem 
ber of the library board to fill the vacaney 
eaused by the death of Dr. M. A. H 
He was also elected president of the 

Marion— Metta bap acc net been ap 
inted librarian to succe 
cas died December 5th. Miss Whiteomb # 
a graduate of the Summer Library Sehool and 
has served as assistant to Miss Huffman 
since 1914. Mildred Seg nee ap 
inted assistant to Miss teom 
Pe Miss Whiteomb recently reeeived third 
prize in the ‘‘Librarians’ Buying Inform 
tion Contest,’’ announced in the Wilson Bulle 


tin. December, 1932. 

Mason City—The library staff entertained 
the librarv board of trustees at @ 
party in the children’s room of the library 
on Sunday evening, February 19th. 
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Orange City—The Public Library, which 
was burned out a few months ago, has now 
moved back into its former room. The hotel 
has been rebuilt and the library room has 
been repainted, the floor varnished, ete. An- 
other room has also been added which gives 
them much needed space. The smaller room 
js used for a reference room. 


Oskaloosa—Mary B. Lee has resigned and 
will leave the library April Ist, returning to 
her home in Dubuque. Miss Lee has been 
librarian for thirteen years and also served 
for two years as treasurer of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association. For the present Miss 
Michener, assistant in the library for a num- 
ber of years, will act as librarian. 


Red Oak—Mrs. Gwen Keyes, for sixteen 
years an assistant in the library, has recently 
resigned. Miss Palmer and Mrs. Keyes will 
long be remembered by the young people of 
Red Oak for the library help given in their 
school work. 

Villisca—An attempt was recently made 
to injure the library building in the freezing 
of the water pipes by the turning off of the 
supply valve to the oil burner. As this was 
done during one of the coldest nights of the 
winter, much damage would have resulted 
but for the timely diseovery of the attempt. 

West Liberty—The library is planning to 
establish a pay shelf to make available new 
books which the library is unable to buy 
otherwise. 


Library Gifts and Benefits 


Gifts are especially helpful at the present 
time and more librarians might well make a 
call for donations as was recently done by 
the libraries at Adel, Chariton and Dubuque. 

The following list of gifts of books and 
money for books comes through our clipping 
service. 


The Allison Public Library received thirty- 
me books from the only two living members 
of the old Patriotic and Benevolent Society. 
There have also been generous donations of 
Magazines for the reading table. 

One hundred and seventy books, covering 
a wide range, was received by the Belle 
Plaine Public Library through the generosity 
of H. Roy Mosnat, who recently returned 
sem Chicage to make his home in Belle 

e. 





‘The Carroll library has been presented 
with thirty books by the D. C. C. Bowie 
y, including adult and juvenile books, 
five miniature pictures, the gift of Mrs. 
L. E. Salinger. These have been hung on 
the walls of the children’s room. 
tr College Library at Decorah has 
been given the books of the closed Park 
Region College Library. Two bound volumes 
of programs of attractions at the Grand 
Opera House since its opening in 1892 have 
n given to Luther College by Edward 
These might appropriately have been 
Placed in the city library. 
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Upper Iowa University, Fayette,—Rev. W. 
H. Smith of the class of 1906, who died at 
Sioux City recently, left one hundred books 
to the David B. Henderson library. 

A carton of books was recently sent to 
the Farmington library by Edward Reynolds, 
a former citizen, 

Port Madison—The Rebecca Pollard Study 
Club has presented the library with a fine 
picture of Mrs. Rebecea Pollard, who was 
a Fort Madison woman. Mrs. Pollard is a 
writer and educator. 

Two pictures were given to the Hamburg 
Public Library by Mrs. Truman 8. Stevens. 

The Humboldt Public Library has received 
notice of a $50.00 bequest by the will of Mrs. 
William Taft, a former resident of Hum- 
boldt. 

A donation of twenty books has been made 
to the Manson Public Library by a donor 
who wishes to remain anonymous. 

The Monticello Public Library has also re- 
ceived a check of $50.00, this from William 
MeConnon of Washington, D. C., for the pur- 
chase of books. 

A gift of $25.00 was recently made to the 
Odebolt Public Library by the Ann Justis 
Chapter of the D. A. R. and was added to 
the book fund. 

At Spirit Lake eighty boys’ books have 
been donated by Mr. and Mrs. Martin Wall 
to which the P. T. A. added $25.00 worth 
of books for the lower grades. 

At Toledo the Sorosis Club has presented 
$30.00 to the library to be used for the pur- 
chase of books. 

The Enlow Public Library of West Branch 
has recently received an autographed photo- 
graph of Ex-President Hoover. 

Western Union College at LeMars has re- 
cently received a gift of $500.00 by the will 
of Mrs. Sarah Hanshy for the purchase of 
books for the library needed by the different 
departments of the college. 

Library benefits of various kinds are re- 
ported at Britt, Dysart, Elkader, Elma, Keo- 
sauqua, Manly, Reinbeck, Riceville and Rolfe. 





Buildings and Grounds 


Various libraries report redecoration of 
buildings and improvement of library 
grounds. 

At Belle Plaine the grounds of the new 
Hart Memorial Library are being landscaped, 
donations of trees and shrubs being given 
for the purpose. The planting of these trees 
was made the occasion of an Arbor Day pro- 


m. 
erThe library grounds at Clarinda and New 
Hampton are aleo being further improved by 
the planting of shrubbery. 

At Forest City and Garner Washington 
Memorial elms were planted on the library 
grounds. 

Improvement or redecoration to the li- 
brary buildings are reported at Coon Rapids, 
Denison, De Hamburg, Mason City, 





Odebolt, and Villisca. At Schaller the li Elizabeth Williams passed away 

has been moved into one of the bank build- her home in Vinton on Christmas day, 

ings which has been remodeled for library Williams was librarian of the Vinton libra 

purposes. for twenty-four years, but retired in Sept 
Birmingham, and Lake View ber, 1931, living alone in her home 

have added new shelving to their library the street from the library, where she { 

rooms. and which she left by her will to the Vint, — 

Library. — = 5 resident of Vinton — 

since a small child and was prominent 
Library Hours its social and club life. , 

The following libraries, because of short- = 


age of funds, have been obliged to reduce Book and Periodical Exchange 4 








their hours of opening. Probably there are 

others of which no notice has been received. The Secretary of the Iowa Librar 
At Humboldt the only evening the library Commission engaged in some inte 

is open is Saturday. The library is open housecleaning last summer which re 

each afternoon. 4 findi f “ be 
At Maxwell the library is open on Monday sulted in the finding of material 

and Wednesday afternoons from 4:00 to 5:30 will probably be more useful in the 

and Pd areas Bee 3:00 to 5:30. This is ibraries of the state than in the Librar 

ar ion the hours. ‘ans : 

on Sunday afternoon as has been the custom. below : 

At Waterloo the library was closed from A. L. A. Booklist, v. 4-26, complete 
December 24th to January 3rd. and odd numbers. Fi 
At West Branch the library hours have A. L. A. Booklist, Subject index, ¥. 16. 
been shortened to Monday and Saturday Booklist Books, 1919-1923. ot 
from 2:00 to 5:00 and 7:00 to 9:00. A. L. A. Bulletin and Proceedings, -193 
The library at West Liberty will until St. Nicholas, v. 4-44 complete volume and 6 
further notice be closed on Wednesday after- numbers. et: 
noon and evening. Midland Monthly, Various . 
and odd numbers (all above unbound), 

Deaths Reader’s Guide (yearly cumulations # 
1920-23, 25-26) (bound). ss 
Mrs. E. C. Bone—The Carroll library board A. L. A. Catalogs, 1904, 1904-11, 1911 a 
mourns the death of Mrs. E. C. Bone, a mem- Dewey Decimal Classification, 1898 and 
ber of the board and chairman of the Book Dewey, Simplified Library Sehool Ba 
Committee for five years. 1904. aa 
The board in their resolution of regret at Kroeger’s Guide to reference books, 1904. 
her death expressed their appreciation of the Guide Cards (lettered) Ri. 
continued interest in the library, and her Application cards (borrowers) . aoa 
ae te jeu its usefulness. ine binders, various styles and 
. J. F. Herrick, a member of the Ot- : . 
tumwa library board, died in St. Joseph’s These will be sent for transp 
Hospital at Ottumwa on February 23rd. Dr. charges, only, except the St. 
Herrick had been a member of the library for which a charge of 25 cents 
board since 1917 and president since 1928. made for the unbound and 75 ¢ 
He was a valued member of the board and the bound vol 
his 9 tess a is pocoly fois Sy his fellow members. ‘“2® SOuNC volumes. 
. passed away at his PIPETTE 
home in Logan during December. "He had The Bed Oak Public Library has files 
been a member of the library board for many the Atlantic Monthly, Scribner's, *. 
years and was president when the gift for National Geographic for cover ae | 
nsportation te | 








the Carnegie building was secured and dur- some being complete volumes, 
ing the years since. His place on the board ‘given away on cost of tra 
and in the community will be difficult to fill. lib requesting them. Address the Bet - 
Resolutions of respect and regret at his death Oak Public Library. Pa 
were d by the board. The State Historical Society will be glad’ 
Cc. zB. Marks of Sioux City died at a Sioux have back publications of the Society, returnees 
City hospital on December 17th after re- to them by express collect. Address State ai 
ceiving injuries in a fall at his home four torical Society, Iowa City. 4 
a 8 ag l Mr. Pe ae gee his Pe 
Ist birthday April, 1932. e was one a 
of the founders of the public library and Wants to Buy oa 
was always greatly interested in its progress. The Rockwell City Public Library wie 
C. RB. Reid, a member of the West Liberty to buy a twelve-tray catalog cabinet in B 
Library Board, was recently instantly killed oak. aa 
by an automobile, but details concerning his If interested write Mrs. Sara Cooper, © 
years of service on the board are lacking. well City, with deseription and prie@ 
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